140                        MODERN    TRAVANCORE
Tamilian ladies, bejewelled and grandiose in their gold and precious stones, The turban of the gentlemen with its broad and variegated lace is another beauty in itself adding dignity and prestige associated with such political functions The brilliant Military Uniform of the officers is yet another link in the chain of beauty and splendour.
In the midst of the festive scene of pomp and pageantry His Highness the Elayaraja, the heir to the throne, arrives under the usual military and civil honours. Gloriously attired and wonderfully active and brisk, with a carriage brimming with dignity, every inch of him is princely, By his praiseworthy bearing and exalted appearance His Highness Martanda Varma brings back the memory of his great ancestor, Martanda Varma Maharaja, the conqueror of modern Travancore. He is received by the Dewan and led to his seat to the right of the Throne, the audience showing customary respect.
After the lapse of another five miniutes, is Heard the Nagasvaram music announcing the arrival of His Highness the Maharaja in a State Coach drawn by six majestic horses with outriders and postillions. The booming of the cannon and the salute from the State Forces rent the air. Dressed in "Cloth of Gold" with the handsome plumed turban from which hang pendants of diamonds, pearls, sapphires and other precious stones.
Duly received by the Dewan and under Military honours His Highness steps into the Hall, preceded by his personal staff the whole assembly standing. His Highness having taken his seat, the Dewan advances a few steps and conveys to His Highness the respectful felicitations of the people which His Highness suitably acknowledges. Every Durbaree then approaches His Highness, bows and resumes his or her